
Special OfferingSpecial OfferingSpecial Offering   

   
   

Sunday, March 14Sunday, March 14Sunday, March 14   
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is our denomination’s annual 

nationwide offering for the United Methodist Committee on Relief  

(UMCOR). It allows UMCOR (which is a part of  the General Board of  

Global Ministries) to reach out through worldwide ministries of  food, 

shelter, health, and peace. Giving to ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

also enables UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of  each 

designated offering (such as over $2 million for Haiti relief) goes for its 

designated purpose. This offering lays the foundation of  all of  UMCOR’s 

work by covering the costs of  doing business. 

Your Outreach Committee urges us to respond generously to this special 

offering. Mark your check and/or envelope “One Great Hour of  Sharing.” 

 

UMCOR. Be There. Be Hope. 

UMCOR's mission is to alleviate human suffering—whether caused 

by war, conflict, or natural disaster—with open minds and hearts to 

all people. 

The Corvallis 

 United Methodist 
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The monthly newsletter of the First United Methodist Church, Corvallis, Oregon. 

“A Reconciling Congregation” 

We are a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all persons into full participation in the life 

of the congregation regardless of age, sex, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, 

marital status, or physical or mental condition and are devoted to the reconciliation of 

all persons as children of God. 

Daylight Saving 

Don‘t forget to spring 

ahead one hour for 

daylight saving on March 

14. Although officially 

starting at 2:00 am, set 

your clocks ahead one 

hour before you go to bed 

Saturday night. 
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Things We Celebrate 

¦ Cookie Valentines given to staff by 

Barb Nay. 

¦ New members Terry & Carrie Bolin. 

¦ Baptism of Mackenzie Straub. 

¦ Thomas Brennan James Svela born 

February 12 to Julia Clark & Alex 

Svela. 

Recycled Reality 
Life is like a deck of cards. While we can’t 

help the hand that we’ve been dealt, we 

can help the way we play it. 

RovinMoses Remarks 

Around the Parish 

In Our Thoughts &Prayers 

Our prayers are with … 

Curt Cook, now in hospice care. 

Jean Phipps, still recovering from a bad 

fall in December. 

Bill Regele, in Corvallis Manor recovering 

from a minor stroke. 

Bill Earls, who was diagnosed with 

peripheral neuropathy. 

John Graves, as he recovers from surgery 

for a fractured disc. 

Luella Henderson, still volunteering in the 

office after falling and breaking her arm. 

Ann Lincoln, in the hospital with 

pneumonia. 

Lara Jaeger & family as she recovers from 

a seizure. 

Remember: Janice McLain, Missionary in 

Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

APPOINTMENTS -- Yikes! 

B y now, everyone knows that pastoral change is coming on July 1st! 

Both Courtney and I will be appointed to different ministry settings 

in the annual conference and the bishop will appoint new pastoral 

leadership to CFUMC. Pay particular attention to the word ―appoint.‖ 

That word is one element that strongly distinguishes us from 

Presbyterians or Baptists in which the congregation selects or hires the 

pastor. The appointive system is at the core of what it means to live our 

faith in the Wesleyan, Methodist tradition. Episcopal Supervision, Article 

X of our UMC Constitution says, The bishops shall appoint, after 

consultation with the district superintendents, ministers to the charges . 

. . . In addition, our Book of Discipline emphasizes the notion that Elders 

offer themselves without reserve to be appointed and to serve, after 

consultation, as the appointive authority may determine. 

When Courtney and I were ordained, even though that happened forty 

years apart, we were both asked, Do you offer yourself without reserve to 

be appointed and to serve as the appointive authority may determine? In 

fact, Courtney reports that the bishop held a special, private meeting with 

all the ordinands to discuss that very question. 

We answered, ―Yes!‖ 

As United Methodist Clergy, we are not employees of a local church, we 

do not send out resumes to churches looking for new pastors, we do not 

interview for pastoral positions, and we do not preach sermons for search 

committees. The process of finding the best match between pastors and 

congregations is the responsibility of the bishop and superintendents. 

UMC clergy accept the spiritual wisdom of the appointive cabinet that 

sends us out in servant ministry to new locations. 

Like any system of church polity, the itinerant, appointive system has its 

pros and cons. One thing I do know is that every bishop and 

superintendent wants every church in their conference or district to thrive! 

The most important tool to achieve that end is match-making between 

pastor and congregation. It is an awesome task that requires a lot of 

prayer, honest discussion, and hard work. 

Some in local congregations are tempted to say, ―No one listens to us.‖ In 

seven years as a district superintendent, I never experienced that 

phenomenon at the cabinet table. Church profiles and SPRC 

conversations are taken seriously as superintendents lay out the whole 

picture of congregational needs and the pool of available clergy. 

At some point in the future, our SPRC Chairperson will read a letter from 

our district superintendent announcing who it is that our bishop intends to 

appoint to our congregation. I invite all of us to prayerfully receive new 

leadership with openness, grace, and love, trusting God‘s Spirit to work 

through our human systems of church organization. 

Grace and Peace, 
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Courtneyõs Corner 

ñIôd rather learn from one bird how to sing than to teach ten 

thousand stars how not to dance.ò ï e. e. Cummings 

O ur lives are quick to change from season to season and from 

transition to transition. Lent is no different. During Lent, we have an 

opportunity to wander for a bit. During Lent we have a chance to take that 

extra bit of time, learn that extra bit of knowledge, read the extra bit 

during the day, and dwell just a bit longer in the moment. At the same 

time, we may make promises to ourselves about what we shall do during 

Lent. 

Many people give something up during this time. The whole idea is to 

make room for the holy during that time without what you gave up. Or 

perhaps the idea is to suffer just slightly while Jesus is in the wilderness. 

For some, the giving up of something important helps that person to weed 

out the important things of life during the 40 days. There have been many 

references in movies about this. There are even some movies that have 

become spoofs of this or highlight ridiculous promises. 

For me, Lent is a time to really dwell in what it means to be on this 

journey as a follower of Christ. What does it mean for me to relate to our 

stories? What difference does it make in my life that I follow these 

teachings and way of life? 

This time of year also highlights how things are transforming in our 

world. I have been amazed at the appearance of daffodils and other 

blooms. I have been shocked at the green that has suddenly appeared as of 

late. Our world is literally transforming in front of our eyes. Our church 

will so go through yet another change and this gives us some time to 

dwell together. What a journey we get to continue on together this season! 

So for my Lenten journey I am trying to take a few things on. Like the 

quote above I am trying to learn how to sing from one bird rather than 

teaching the stars how not to dance. I want the stars to sparkle and dance 

in the sky while I learn from my transforming experiences of the season. 

For me, this means to continue to work on my devotions in the morning. 

For me, this means being intentional about upcoming transitions and 

spending as much time as I can with you all. For me, this means really 

looking at spaces for devotion out of practice and holy spaces that make 

room for the Spirit. What will it mean for you this season? 

Peace, 

MFSA Spring Event:  

Time to Kill the Death Penalty?'  

Did you know the U.S. is the only 

Western country that still uses capital 

punishment? Is it time to abolish the 

death penalty here? What does our faith 

tell us? Don‘t miss the outstanding 

MFSA Annual Spring Event Saturday 

March 6 at Portland First UMC, with 

speakers Aba Gayle, a mother whose life 

was changed by a horrific murder in her 

family, and Naseem Rakah, best selling 

author of The Crying Tree. Pick up a 

registration form at the Information 

Counter or Justice Table. Carpooling 

available. 

Death Penalty 

The Finance Committee has a link 

on the Church website. Included is 

the annual budget, annual meeting 

calendar, monthly minutes and 

contact information. The official meeting 

minutes are kept in the church office. 

Finance Committee 

OSU Care Packages 

Time for OSU finals week 

CARE packages. You can 

help us treat our college stu-

dents with contributions of 

Post-it Notes, Highlighter Pens, Packets 

of Hot Cocoa, Microwave Popcorn, and, 

of course, sweets (individually wrapped) 

– especially chocolate. Place donated 

items in the crate marked ‗CARE Pack-

ages‘ behind the Information Counter in 

our Library by Wednesday, March 10. 

Parent Night Out 

Due to spring break, parent night out for 

March will be Friday, March 12, 6:00 

pm. Food provided for the children. 

$2.50 per child donation suggested. 

● Communion Workshop Sunday 

March 14, 2:00 pm. Please let Pastor 

Courtney know if you would like to 

attend. 

● Mark your calendars now! Easter 

Party, Community Center, Saturday, 

April 3, 10:00 am . 
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From Norma Lachelle... 

Thank you for everything, cards, flowers, & visits. 

From Aaron & Carolyn Horowitz...  

Hi Everybody at First United! Thank you for your card an prayers. And 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We are fine—we leave St. Kitts 

at the end of March, returning to Carolyn‘s home on Vashon Island, WA. 

We wish you all well. 

T h a n k s!! 

Realizing that it takes a group effort to 

address homelessness, Families and 

Friends of the Homeless is a new support 

group in the Corvallis that meets 

monthly – first Monday of the month at 

3:30 pm at the Friends Meetinghouse 

(Quakers), 3311 N.W. Polk. We respect 

the confidentiality of those who attend 

and welcome those who are referred to as 

―Homeless.‖ We meet to support one 

another. The next two meetings will be 

on March 1 and April 5 , both Mondays. 

Call 541.753.9955 for more information. 

Support Group 

MerriMAPs 

Mini-book reviews are coming 

for MAPs (Mature Adult 

Programs) and Merrimakers on 

March 11. No, the books aren‘t 

mini but the reviews are. Barbara 

Potter will review ―The Big Burn‖ by 

Timothy Egan. Following his much read 

account of the Dust Bowl in ―The Worst 

Hard Times‖ this book examines the Big 

Burn in Idaho. Judy Jaquith will review 

―In a Sunburned Country‖ by Bill 

Bryson. You may never want to visit 

Australia, but this hilarious travel book 

might make you reconsider. 

You are welcome even if you are not 

mature or merry. Join us in the Martha 

Room 10:30 am, Thursday, March 11 

for book reviews then come with us for a 

tasty lunch (the only kind Helen Van 

Nice cooks) in the community center. 

The women of Salem FUMC invite the women of Corvallis FUMC to 

their annual retreat April 16 -18, 2010 at Camp Cascade in Lyons, 

Oregon. Rev. Roberta Egli of Deep Well Ministry is facilitating the 

weekend focused on ―Sacramental Living: Awakening to God‘s 

Presence.‖ The retreat offers scheduled input as well as plenty of free 

time to reflect, rest and renew your spirit. Cost for the weekend is $60.00, 

which includes meals and lodging. To register, call Deanna Fitzpatrick at 

971.388.0380 by Monday March 22. Check out the brochure for the 

retreat at www.salemfirst umc.org. Roberta offers individual spiritual 

direction at her office at CFUMC on Thursdays and Fridays. Call her at 

541.760.3909 to schedule an appointment or if you have any questions. 

Women Invited to Retreat 

The Stover-Salwasser Sunday morning adult education class that explores 

Living the Questions and Scriptures, will do a special two week session, 

February 28 and March 7 at 10:45am in the Martha Room (B19), on 

‗Way of Torture, Way of the Cross‘ presented by Active for Peace & 

Justice members. Resources will be used from NRCAT, National 

Religious Campaign Against Torture, an interfaith organization composed 

of Jewish, Muslim, conservative and mainline Christian, and other faith 

groups. 

Join with others in a lively discussion of the U.S. practice of torture and 

abuse during today‘s wartime complexities and ongoing threat of 

terrorism. Consider these big questions – Do our Christian scriptures say 

that humans made in the image of God? What exactly is torture? What 

reasons do people give for torture sometimes being justified? Why do 

others feel torture should never be used? Was Jesus tortured in his last 

days? Does God believe in vengeance for the death of Jesus? What do 

world‘s faiths have to say about torture being justified? What guidance 

does our Christian scripture provide about torture? What can people of 

faith do to stop torture? Hope to see you there! 

Way of Torture, Way of the Cross 

The need is constant. The gratification is 

instant. Give blood on Monday, March 

15, 2:00-7:00 pm. If you haven‘t already 

set up a time to give, contact Carolyn at 

1.800.448.3543. If you would like to 

help (check people in, escort donors) at 

the blood drive, sign up sheets will be 

available at the Information Counter. 

Blood Drive 

http://www.salemfirst
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All About Being a Methodist 

Junction City United Methodist Church invites you to explore Methodism 

during our Lenten Soup Suppers and Lecture series. We will meet each 

Wednesday between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week from 5:30 to 7:15 

pm. 

Soup Supper 5:30/Lecture 6:00-7:15 

March 3: The Theology of John Wesley. Facilitated by Rev. Charlie 

Wallace 

March 10: Church Polity (not Policy). Facilitated by Rev. Glenn Jaquith 

March 17: United Methodism Today: Joys and Concerns. Facilitated by 

Rev. Ann Bateman 

March 24: We are Connected:. Ministry throughout the World through 

Apportionments. Facilitated by Rev. Bill Mullette-Bauer 

710 10th Street, Junction City, OR 

541.998.2633 

Being a Methodist 

Don‘t bend over! If you want to find 

books about women in the Bible, don‘t 

bend over. These books are on top of the 

shelves in both the adult and children‘s 

sections of the our church library. This is 

not a feminist protest or even a look at 

theology by or about women. This is 

simply a chance for you to learn about 

some interesting folks in the Bible – and 

they happen to be female. 

Note: Adults are allowed to check out 

children‘s books. What is the 

significance of dying cloth purple? Yup, 

that is above the children‘s book shelves. 

Donõt Bend Over 

Jamming continues on Monday nights from 5 to 8 pm. We are getting many volunteers from the 

Sustainability class at OSU. Thank goodness for our 4 or 5 regular jammers who know the process well 

enough to guide the ―newbies‖ we have each week. With all the volunteer help, we are able to make 50 to 

100 jars each session. Since we started in September 2008, we have made over 2500 jars of jams and 

jellies! Since we produce more, we are now serving Community Outreach, Jackson Street Youth Shelter, 

and the OSU Campus Food Pantry, in addition to South Corvallis Food Bank, and Philomath Food Bank. 

We had used up most of our fruit stash from last summer, but recently received several 5 gallon buckets of fruit puree 

from Linn Benton Food Share. Each bucket makes 50 pints of delightful jams. However, don‘t forget us when you clean 

out your freezers. When we ran low on fruit last month, I donated the frozen pie cherries from my freezer, and we made 

a delicious cherry jam. 

Right now, our challenge is obtaining half-pint and pint jars, and canning jar lids. We are now getting about 20-30 jars 

returned each month. I hope that eventually, we will get enough jars back to keep us going. Occasionally, I repurchase 

our jars at Goodwill (they still have our ―return this jar‖ sticker on the lid!). Please keep us in mind, if you are at 

Bi-Mart, or a garage sale, and want to help our neighbors who need monthly assistance from food pantries to feed their 

families. 

We also need sugar and Splenda. A 5 pound bag of sugar (or Splenda) sweetens about 40-50 jars of jam. Our jams have 

less than ¼ the sugar of ―store bought‖ jams and jellies (and no corn sweetener or locust gum, etc). We also need bottled 

lemon juice for low-acid fruits. 

And we can accept cash donations to the United Methodist Church (Jamming for the Hungry). We will need to renew 

our license in late June, and will need to purchase more pectin this summer (we buy bulk to save money!). 

Jamming for the Hungry Update 
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Thanks to the many FUMC friends who have contributed household necessities and cleaning items to our Iraqi family 

during the past two months! They greatly appreciate your kindness in helping them make ends meet.  

The good news is that all four family members are enjoying their enriching school experiences this year. Shayma will 

continue this spring term taking her 3rd ESOL session, moving up to the most advanced class in writing and 

conversation. She‘s now talking with Benton Center LBCC counselor about taking other classes next fall, and exploring 

career ideas. Hanein is excelling at reading in 2nd grade, and Yousif is becoming independent in kindergarten, making 

friends on the playground, and progressing in learning the braille alphabet. Yousif celebrates turning six the end of 

February and is now as tall as older sister Hanein who will be 8 in August. Rawasi is thoroughly enjoying the 3 yr old 

Head Start class at OSU, and loves looking at and turning pages of books being read to her. They all speak about 

wanting summer to come to start swimming lessons again. 

Over the winter holiday the children really enjoyed the Benton Co. Historical Museum‘s exhibit ―Can You Hear Me 

Now?‖ with three connected telephones where they could talk with each other – a ring-up party line phone, a pay phone 

booth, and 60s style dial phone. And a computer screen featured push buttons on a sound panel that enabled them to hear 

the noises made by some of the exhibit artifacts. 

Some challenges still?... yes, of course, but they‘ve come miles in achievement since arriving back in Corvallis last 

April.  

Good Times for our Iraqi Family 

First opportunity: Thanks to drivers Nancy Osborne, Libby DeGroot and LoErna Simpson. Libby has provided ‗short 

notice‘ pickups of children or runs to the Samaritan Immediate Care Center when LoErna was not available. And Nancy 

has been driving Rawasi to OSU‘s Head Start morning preschool Tuesday through Friday this fall and winter.  

We need several other women or men who would join these volunteers. Nancy would like move to driving just two 

weeks a month (instead of four) taking Rawasi to Head Start, 4 days a week, Tues-Fri. We need two volunteers to each 

drive Rawasi one week Tues-Fri... or some combination of that. Drivers can get reimbursed for gas through an assistance 

program, and a car seat would be furnished to buckle up in the back seat. It would take about 30-40 minutes total each 

way starting at 8:30 am and ending at 11:45am. Lots of possibilities for sharing and splitting driving days and times. 

Talk to Nancy: 541.829.1630, or LoErna: 541.619-1379. Thanks! 

Second request: LoErna would appreciate some relief drivers willing to take Shayma to LBCC class on 9th Street from 

9am to 11:45am on Wednesday & Friday during bad weather. Shayma has had colds and flu and combined with rainy, 

cold weather, it‘s meant Shayma can‘t ride her bike to and from class. Any women volunteers for Wednesday or Friday 

LoErna would continue taking Shayma to LBCC each Monday and keeping Rawasi entertained at the City Library or 

Multicultural Center playroom, since her preschool is only Tuesday to Friday. Talk to LoErna: 541.619.1379. Thanks! 

Requesting Volunteer Drivers for Iraqi Family 

The adult Volunteer in Mission Team to New Orleans asks for your 

prayers during our time in New Orleans. Team members are: 

Charlotte Lee, Chris Lee, Molly McDermond, Daryl Monk, Julie 

Monk, Elizabeth Nielsen, Phyllis Pearson, Lloyd Westcott, and 

Susan Westcott. The team departs March 2 and returns March 10. 

Thank you for your prayers. We look forward to sharing our 

experiences with you when we return. 

Pray for New Orleans VIM TeamPray for New Orleans VIM TeamPray for New Orleans VIM Team   
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Youth 

Youth Every Week: 

Middle School Sunday School, Sundays, 10:40 am, room 219. 

High School Breakfast Club, Sundays, 10:40 am, Community Center. 
Middle & High School Wednesday Rec Night, 7 pm, Community Center. 

Middle School Youth – 3-5 pm. Contact Pastor Courtney with any questions. 

March 7  ï Meet at South Corvallis Food Bank to discuss planning our project for the next week (cleaning and updating 
the kid room).  

March 14  ï Meet at South Corvallis Food Bank to paint, clean, and live out our plan from last week.  

March 21  ï No Youth Group ï Spring Break. 

March 28  ï 3-4 pm All Youth Group meet 

 4-5 pm Mission Team plus parent meeting J 

Senior High Youth – 6-8 pm. Contact Pastor Courtney with any questions. 

March 7  ï TBA 

March 14  ï Meet at First Congregation Church on West Hills Rd. We are helping to serve at the annual Soup Benefit 

for Community Outreach. If you can, please be there by 4:30 pm. We will be finished at 7:30 pm.  

March 21  ï No Youth Group ï Spring Break. 

March 28  ï Mission Trip Meeting. 

4-F will meet Friday March 19, 7:00-9:15 pm in the Martha Room for 

dessert/snacks and a program on ―Iconic‖ Images. We will discuss and 

share about ―Iconic‖ images – mostly from the 20th or 21st century. 

There will be a short program to start the discussion and each attendee is 

invited to think about iconic images and bring either ―the concept of‖ or 

―the image of‖ one or two images that are ―iconic‖ from their viewpoint. 

Those with last names beginning with A thru M please bring a dessert or 

snack. Beverages provided. Newcomers are particularly welcome. RSVP 

to the Reistads at gkrstad5946@comcast.net or 541.754.8033 or 

Sommers at 541.753.3516. 

4-F March Event ð Iconic Images 

mailto:gkrstad5946@comcast.net
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Our Mission 

Our mission is to bring people into a living 
relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, that 
we might love the world as God Loves the world. 

First United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

1165 NW Monroe Avenue 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
Phone: 541.752.2491 
Fax: 541.752.3636 
E-mail: fumc@corvallisfumc.org 
Web site: www.corvallisfumc.org 
Sunday Worship: 
 9:30 am    6:08 pm 
Office Hours: 
 Monday 9:00-noon, 1:00-4:00 
 Tuesday 9:00-4:00 
 Wednesday 9:00-noon, 1:00-4:00 
 Thursday 9:00-noon, 1:00-4:00 
 Friday 9:00-3:00 
 

Jim Fellers, Pastor 
Courtney McHill, Associate Pastor 
Tim Stover, Campus Minister 
 

Nursery Care is available. 
Church building is accessible. 

Return Service Requested 

address label 

Newsletter Deadline: 

March 15, 2010 

for the April 

Newsletter. 


